WILD HORSE AND BURRO PROGRAM 
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Adopting a Wild Horse or Burro 
from an Adoption Facility 


The Bureau of Land Management: (BLM), an 
agency of the U.S. Department of the Interior, 
manages the majority of wild horses and burros in 
the United States. The agency manages these 
animals on the public rangelands consistent with 
BLM’s multiple-use mission, which takes into 
consideration natural resources such as wildlife 
and vegetation and other users such as ranchers 
and recreationists. 


We enjoy the legacy of wild horses and burros 
today because of Velma Johnston, known as "Wild 
Horse Annie." She dedicated her life to protecting 
these animals and focused public concern that led 
to the passage of protective legislation. In 1971, 
Congress declared wild-free roaming horses and 
burros as living symbols of the historic and 
pioneer spirit of the West. 


Federal protection and few natural predators 
have resulted in thriving wild horse and burro 
populations that increase each year. The BLM 
monitors rangelands and wild horse and burro 
herds to determine the number of animals, 
including licensed livestock and wildlife, the land 
can support. Each year, the BLM gathers the 
excess wild horses and burros from areas where 
vegetation and water would become scarce if too 
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many animals used the area. The excess wild 
horses and burros are offered for adoption to 
qualified people through the BLM’s Adopt-a-Wild 
Horse or Burro Program. 


Adopters have learned that wild horses are 
naturals for trail riding, ranch work, and 
endurance competitions, with the ability to cover 
miles of rugged terrain. Other adopters have 
successfully entered wild horses in dressage, 
reining, competitive shooting, and team roping 
competitions. Wild burros are known as natural 
guard animals for livestock. Whichever type of 
animal you prefer, wild horses and burros are 
quiet, dependable partners. 


The BLM holds adoptions at temporary locations 
throughout the United States year round. 
Members of the public can also visit one of 
several permanent facilities where they can adopt 
a wild horse or burro. In addition, the BLM has 
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wild horse training agreements with some state 
correctional institutions and private contractors. 
These locations also serve as adoption facilities. 


Are these facilities open 
to the public? 


These facilities are open to the public and also 
welcome bus tours and school groups. Group tour 
organizers should contact the facility first to make 
an appointment. Please note that all of these 
facilities are closed on federal holidays and many 
operate at different hours. 


Where are the BLM’s 
permanent adoption 


facilities located? 


Arizona 


Kingman Wild Horse and 
Burro Facility 


Wild burros make up the majority of animals 
prepared for adoption at this facility. 


Adoption Details: Adoptions are held 
periodically at the facility. For adoptions by 
appointment, call 928-692-5584. For more 
information, visit www.az.blm.gov/whb/ 
whbindex.htm. 


Directions to Kingman: From I-40, take 
Highway 66N, Exit 53, and travel for 
approximately 7 miles. The facility is located on 
the left side of the road. 


California 


Litchfield Wild Horse and 
Burro Corrals 


Adoption Details: Adoptions are by appointment 
only. Call 1-800-545-4256 or 530-254-6575. Facility 
hours are Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Summer hours are 6 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


Directions to Litchfield: The facility is located 21 
miles east of Susanville on U.S. Highway 395. 


Ridgecrest Wild Horse and 
Burro Corrals 


Adoption Details: Adoptions are by : 
appointment only. Call 1-800-951-8720 or 760-384- 
5765. Facility hours are Monday through Friday 
from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


Directions to Ridgecrest: The facility is located 4 
miles east of Ridgecrest on the Randsburg-Wash 
Road off Highway 178. 


Colorado 


Canon City Facility, 
Colorado Department of Corrections 


In addition to untrained wild horses, BLM offers 
trained wild horses for adoption through an 
agreement with the Colorado Department of 
Corrections. 


Adoption Details: Adoptions are held twice a 
month. For an appointment, call 719-269- 8539. 
For more information, visit www.co.bIm. gov/ 
wildhb/wildhb.htm. 


Directions to Canon City: The facility is located 
2 miles east of Canon City on Highway 50. 


Illinois 


Eastern States Wild Horse and Burro 
Holding Facility at Ewing 


Adoption Details: Adoptions are held 
periodically at the facility. Call 1-800-370-3936. 
For more information, visit www.es.blm.gov/whb. 


Directions to Ewing: The facility is located 20 
miles south of Mt. Vernon, Illinois. From Interstate 
57, take exit 77 east, turn north on State Route 37 
and go 1 mile. Turn east on Ewing Road, go 5 miles 
past the town of Ewing, and turn north onto Sheep 
Farm Road. Go 1.5 miles. The facility is at the inter- 
section of Sheep Farm Road and Bobtail Road. 


Kansas 


See Oklahoma for information on the Hutchinson 
Correctional Facility. 


Nebraska 


Elm Creek Wild Horse and 
Burro Center 


Adoption Details: Adoptions are held 
periodically at the facility. For adoptions by 
appointment, call 308-856-4498. Facility hours are 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
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Directions to Elm Creek: The facility is located 7 
miles north of Interstate 80 on State Highway 183 
near Elm Creek. 


Nevada 


National Wild Horse and Burro Center 
at Palomino Valley 


Palomino Valley is the BLM’s largest preparation 
and adoption facility. In addition to untrained 
wild horses, BLM offers trainéd wild horses for 
adoption through an agreement with the Nevada 
Department of Corrections. 


Adoption Details: Adoptions are by appointment 
only. Call 775-475-2222. Facility hours are Monday | 
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. For informa- 
tion on the trained horses from the Warm Springs 
Correctional Center in Carson City, call 775-861- 
6469 or visit www.nv.bIm.gov/prison_horses. 


Directions to Palomino Valley: The facility is 
located approximately 20 miles north of 

Reno/ Sparks, Nevada. From Interstate 80, take 
Exit 18 (Pyramid Way /SR445) and go north 
approximately 20 miles to Ironwood Road. Turn 
east on Ironwood Road to reach the facility. 
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Oklahoma 


Pauls Valley Wild Horse and Burro 
Adoption Center 


In addition to untrained wild horses, BLM offers 
trained wild horses for adoption through 
agreements with the Oklahoma Department of 
Corrections, James Crabtree Correctional Center 
in Helena and the Kansas Department of 
Corrections, Hutchinson Correctional Facility in 
Hutchinson. 


Adoption Details: Adoptions start at 10 a.m. on 
the second Tuesday of each month. For 
information on the BLM adoptions or on the 
trained horses from the correctional facilities, call 
1-800-237-3642 or visit www.nm.blm.gov. 


Directions to Pauls Valley: Travel south from 
Oklahoma City on Interstate 35 approximately 45 
miles to Kimberlin Road (Exit 74). On Kimberlin 
Road, travel west .25 miles, then north .25 miles. 


Oregon 


Burns District Wild Horse Corrals 


Adoption Details: Adoptions are by appointment 
only. Call 541-573-4456 or 541-573-4439. Facility 
hours are Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. For more information, visit www.or.blm. 
gov/Burns/burns_wild_horses_and_burros.htm. 


Directions to Burns: The facility is located 8 miles 
west of Burns on Highway 20 at milepost 122. 


Utah 


Delta Wild Horse and ~ : 
Burro Facility 


Adoption Details: Adoptions are by appointment 
only. Call 435-743-3100. Facility hours are 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


Directions to Delta: Turn north on 400 W from 
Main Street in Delta, turn west on 200 N and 

cross the railroad tracks, turn north on 450 W, 
turn east on 300 N, turn north on 400 W, turn east 
on 400 N, and follow the road north for one block. 


Salt Lake Wild Horse 
and Burro Center 


Adoption Details: Adoptions are by appointment 
only. Call 1-877-224-3956. Hours are Monday 
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more 
information, visit www.ut.blm.gov/WildHorses/ 
adoption.html. 


Directions to Salt Lake: Take Exit 294 


(westbound) off I-15 onto 12600 South. Stay on 
12600 South for approximately 11 miles. You will 
travel through the towns of Riverton and 
Herriman before reaching Butterfield Canyon 
Road. At the intersection of 12600 South and 
Butterfield Canyon Road, follow the signs to the 
facility. 


Wisconsin 


Eastern States Wild Horse and Burro 
Holding Facility at Mequon 


Adoption Details: Adoptions are by appointment 
only from approximately April to October. Call 1- 
800-293-1781. Facility hours are Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more information, 
visit www.es.blm.gov/whb. 


Directions to Mequon: From Highway 43, take 
Exit 85 (Mequon Road /Route 167) and travel west 
to the first traffic light (Port Washington Road) 
and turn north. Travel approximately 1 mile to the 
first four-way stop and turn west onto Highland 
Road. Proceed on Highland Road for several miles 
through a four-way stop (Green Bay Road) and a 
traffic light (Cedarburg Road). After crossing the 
railroad tracks, the entrance to the facility is the 
first driveway on the north side. 


Wyoming 


Rock Springs Corrals 


In addition to untrained wild horses, BLM offers 
- trained wild horses for adoption through an 
agreement with the Wyoming Department of 
Corrections, Wyoming Honor Farm in Riverton. 
The BLM also has an agreement with a private 
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contractor, the Mantle Wild Horse Training and 
Adoption Center in Wheatland, to offer trained 
wild horses and burros for adoption. 


Adoption Details: Adoptions are held 
periodically at the facility. For adoptions by 
appointment, call 307-352-0292. For more 
information, visit www.wy.blm.gov/wildhorses. 
For information on the trained horses from the | 
Honor Farm, call 307-352-0302. Call the Mantle 
Center at 307-322-5799. 


Directions to Rock Springs: From I-80 in Rock 
Springs, take the Elk Street Exit (Exit 104), and go 
north for approximately 1 mile. Turn east on 
Lionkol Road. Go east approximately 1 mile. The 
corrals are located on the west side of the road. 


How do I adopt 
a wild horse or burro? 


If you are interested in adopting, you will need to 
fill out Form 4710-10, Application for Adoption of 
Wild Horse(s) or Burro(s), and mail it to the BLM 
office serving your area or bring it to the facility. 
You may obtain an application by calling 1-866- 
4MUSTANGS (1-866-468-7826) or visiting www. 
wildhorseandburro.blm.gov. 
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How much does it cost to adopt 
a wild horse or burro? 


The adoption fee is $125 per animal at the majority 
of BLM’s facilities. In the case of competitive 
bidding, the adoption fee may exceed $125 per 
animal. Costs vary for the trained animals. 


What type of care do the 
facilities provide? 


All facilities provide standard veterinary care to 
maintain healthy animals. The BLM vaccinates, 
deworms, and freeze marks all of the wild horses 
and burros it offers for adoption, while a 
veterinarian provides all the necessary medical 
care. The BLM will provide you with a record of 
the adopted animal’s medical history, including the 
age of the animal and the negative results of a 
Coggins test. A negative Coggins test indicates that 
the animal does not have Equine Infectious 
Anemia (EIA). 


Does the facility geld wild 
horses or burros? 


Prior to adopting, check with the respective facility 
for its policy on gelding. 
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What should I bring 
to the facility? 


Money — The BLM accepts VISA, MasterCard, 
American Express, Discover, travelers’ checks, 
money orders, personal checks, and cash as 
payment for adoption fees. Private contractors 
and the Departments of Corrections may not 
accept certain methods of payment. Please call the 
specific facility for payment information. 


Equipment — Bring a halter and lead rope foreach | 
animal. The BLM recommends a double-stitched, 
nylon-webbed halter. The lead rope should be : 
about 12 feet long and made of cotton or nylon. : 
BLM personnel will place the halter and lead rope 
on your animal and load the animal into your 

trailer. 


Transportation — Adopters must provide 
transportation for their adopted animal from the 
adoption site to their new home. Another person 
may transport the animal, but all trailers must 
have rear swing gates and a covered top. Drop- 
ramp, divided, two-horse trailers and trucks with 
stock racks are not acceptable. BLM personnel will 
inspect the safety of each trailer and reserve the 
right to refuse loading if the trailer is 
unacceptable. 


How soon after the adoption 
can I take my wild horse or 
burro home? 


In most cases, you should be prepared to pick up 
your animal and transport it to its new home on 
the day of the adoption. Check with the respective 
facility for pickup procedures and to see if any 
brand inspection laws apply. 
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The mention of company names, trade names, or commercial 
products does not constitute endorsement or recommendation 
for use by the federal government. 


For more information, contact: 
Bureau of Land Management 


Wild Horse and Burro Adoption Program 


1-866-4Mustangs 
(1-866-468-7826) 
or 
www.wildhorseandburro.blm.gov 
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